
Our Lady of Victory 
2021-2022 School Year 
Religious Ed Programs 

Theme:  The Good Shepherd 
 

In Person Classes offered: 
 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd – 9:30 am – 10:40 am on Sundays 
For 4-5 year old (who may not be attending Kindergarten) 
Class size limited to 16 children 
Class begins on Sunday, September 26th 
 

 The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) is a Montessori-based faith formation 
program for Pre-K children ages 4 and 5 years old.  This hands-on program, in a specially 
prepared environment called the “Atrium”, nurtures and educates the whole child in the 
ways of the Catholic faith.  It expands the understanding of Scripture and Liturgy with 
the use of many sensory materials including the infancy narrative figures, a raised 
surface map of the land of Israel, a model altar, and a model-size baptismal font, to 
name a few.  This concrete method of presenting the Faith is similar to the way the 
Church teaches us through the sacraments, holy water, incense, and statues. 

 
Religious Education for Kindergarten – 9:30 am – 10-:40 am on Sundays 
Finding God by Loyola Press 
Class begins on Sunday, September 26th 
 
Jesus famously told his disciples not to hinder future disciples the “little children” from coming 
to him.  Loyola Press has always taken this charge seriously.  It was with the little children in 
mind that Finding God Kindergarten was created.  This compelling program honors the 
spirituality of little children and their ability to learn complex concepts when presented in ways 
that are friendly and proven to work with 5-6 year old children.  With active learning 
opportunities on every page of the program, children are always engaged and fully immersed in 
the rich content of faith. 
 
Religious Education First through 5th Grades – 9:30 am – 10:40 am on Sundays 
Finding God by Loyola Press 
Class begins on Sunday, September 26th 9:30 am – 10:40 am  
 
The perfect place to start a life of intentional discipleship is with Finding God:  Our Response to 
God’s Gifts.  Rooted in scripture, Catholic Doctrine, and Ignatian Spirituality, Finding God is a 
core faith formation program that helps foster a lived relationship with God through Jesus.  This 
program is built for today’s learners, offering a new model for catechesis that embraces 
technology and responds to the ongoing invitation to enter into a deeper relationship with God. 
 
 
6-8th Grades Forming Missionary Disciples – 9:40 am – 10:45 am on Sundays 
Finding God by Loyola press for 6-7th Grade 
Decision Point and You Cat for 8th Grade 
Classes begin on Sunday, October 3rd  
 
Spiritual-Social-Service-Study “Serious” – is what our 6-8th grade classes offer to our students as 
they delve deeper into their study of faith.  A combination of Catechesis, Spiritual Formation, as 
well as a set of speakers that give the different sides of humanity that need our help, that need 
our attention.  As Catholics we are called to take our faith into the world and live it out in every 
relationship.  Be that in our work, and in our families.  Our middle school program will guide our 
youth to “see their faith realized” in their own lives and in the lives of others.  Finding God from 
Loyola Press will be used for 6-7th Grades.   8th Grades using Decision Point and YouCat. 
 
 



Our speakers this year are local to our parish!  The theme for our speakers this year is : “How 
did I get here??”  They will show them the everyday path that God led them on to do great 
things for humanity.  
 
Opening day with Leo Welsh, OLV parishioner, and Columbus Blue Jackets National Anthem 
Singer.  Leo is a Licensed Nursing Home Administrator at The Sanctuary at Tuttle Crossing and 
has been the anthem singer for CBJ since 2003.   
 
Emilia Mahoney, OLV Parishioner and is a Senior Medical Science Liaison in Hematology and 
Oncology.  
She will speak on Faith vs. Science – Can We Believe in Both? 
 
Steve Kennedy, OLV Parishioner and works for VIUM Capital as an Executive Managing Director 
providing capital funding for the seniors housing and healthcare sector. 
 Steve will speak on his involvement Christo Rey High School and their work-study model of 
education for students from low-income families.  
 
Jessica Gierhart, OLV Parishioner, works for the Salvation Army Of Ohio as Anti-Human 
Trafficking Case Manager.  
Jessica will address the middle schoolers on the plight of those who are caught up in Human 
Trafficking.   Since its earliest days, The Salvation Army has worked to free men, women and 
girls from the abuse and exploitation of labor and sexual slavery.   
 
8th Grade Confirmation Program uses the following curriculum: 
 
DECISION POINT is the first Confirmation program specifically developed to engage young 
Catholics in a meaningful conversation about the genius of Catholicism. It teaches and inspires 
teens to respond to God’s grace, and it’s changing hundreds of thousands of young lives. Today, 
DECISION POINT is the most used Confirmation program in America.  
 
The theology of Confirmation informs us that it is about God choosing us, but we are endowed 
with free will and so for God to do his best work in us and through us we need to respond and 
cooperate as Mary and the saints did. 
 
This program will not only prepare young Catholics for the Sacrament of Confirmation in a 
dynamic way, but also teach and inspire them to respond and cooperate with God’s grace in all 
the circumstances of their daily lives, long after their Confirmation has passed.  
 
YouCat Confirmation Book 
 
YOUCAT Confirmation book provides in-depth preparation for receiving the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. Designed in the same popular format as the best-selling YOUCAT, this book has 
interesting, lively text on many spiritual topics and themes to help the student be well prepared 
to receive the Sacrament. It also includes many good questions throughout the book that youth 
ask about the faith, God, Jesus, the Church, etc., and the answers are cross referenced with 
either the Bible or with YOUCAT. Among the topics covered are:  Why the World is Broken, 
Jesus-More than a Mere Man, In Search of the Holy Spirit, Prayer-Staying in Touch with God, 
The Church, Eucharist, Confession, the Rite of Confirmation, and more. Like YouCat, the creative 
design includes many fun illustrations, color pictures, quotes from saints, popes and scripture, 
and the favorite moving stick figures at the bottom of each page. 
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Our Lady of Victory 
2021-2022 School Year 

ONLINE Religious Ed Programs 
Theme:  The Good Shepherd 

Online Classes for 1-8th Grades 
 

Christ In Us for 1-6th 
Finding God for 7th Grade 
Dynamic Catholic’s Decision Point Series for 8th Grade Confirmation 
 
Online Classes Offered for 1 – 8th Grades for students in travel sports or a family 
situation that does not allow you to attend in person on Sundays. This program 
also assists those students who wish to social distance due to COVID.  
 
A required parent meeting will be on Sunday, October 10th in the Parish Life 
Center to pick up all materials and to show you the online course work.   
 
Here are the times of the parent meetings: 

 9:45 – 10:15 am for 1-6th Grades 
 10:20 am – 10:40 am for 7th Grade 
 8th Grade online materials will be handed out at the Confirmation Parent 

meeting on October 3rd at 6:30 pm.  
 
All students should begin their coursework on Sunday, October 10th 
 
1-6th Grades use Christ In Us by Sadlier Religion  
 
Built on the pillars of the Catechism of the Catholic Church and Scripture. Uses a proven 
framework for learning to help children develop enduring understanding of their Catholic 
Faith. Christ In Us is anchored in three dimensions of the mission of evangelization and 
catechesis: encounter with Christ, the art of accompaniment, and missionary discipleship. 
Each lesson leads children through a three-part movement that guides their faith formation: 
Encounter, Accompany, and Witness. A spiral curriculum leads children through a process 
of inquiry-posing an Essential Question of faith for each unit and lesson. 
 
You can choose between a work book or the online version.  Work is accountable to Krista 
Joseph, the DRE.  You will receive a syllabus to follow to keep you on track throughout the 
school year.  All work must be completed by the May 31st, 2022. Physical books should be 
turned into the Church office by this date.  Online work will be checked by the DRE, Krista 
Joseph. 
 
7th Grade – Finding God by Loyola Press 
 
Finding God provides an invitation into a way of living in relationship to God, family, parish, and 
neighbor.  This compelling and comprehensive junior high program provides sound and 
substantial lessons in the faith and delivers those lessons through experiential activities that 
make these lessons part of a lifelong practice.  Finding God 7th Grade involves the whole 
individual:  mind and heart, body and soul.   
 
You can choose between a work book or the online version.  Work is accountable to Krista 
Joseph, the DRE.  You will receive a syllabus to follow to keep you on track throughout the 
school year.  All work must be completed by the May 31st, 2022. Physical books should be 
turned into the Church office by this date.  Online work will be checked by the DRE, Krista 
Joseph. Both the work book and the online version will have a Fall Assessment and a Spring 
Assessment that are required to complete.  Assessments will be sent from the Loyola website 



to a parent email address.  We do not collect student email addresses per the Diocesan Safe 
Environment Assessments are completed online and will be graded by the system.  These 
assessments are open book and working with other students and friends is encouraged.  Talking 
about your faith is ALWAYS a good thing and encouraged! If a student does better taking 
assessments on paper instead of online, please email the DRE for a PDF of the test. 
 
8th Grade – Dynamic Catholic Decision Point and YouCat Confirmation Course Book  
 
DECISION POINT is the first Confirmation program specifically developed to engage young 
Catholics in a meaningful conversation about the genius of Catholicism. It teaches and inspires 
teens to respond to God’s grace, and it’s changing hundreds of thousands of young lives. Today, 
DECISION POINT is the most used Confirmation program in America.  
 
The theology of Confirmation informs us that it is about God choosing us, but we are endowed 
with free will and so for God to do his best work in us and through us we need to respond and 
cooperate as Mary and the saints did. 
 
This program will not only prepare young Catholics for the Sacrament of Confirmation in a 
dynamic way, but also teach and inspire them to respond and cooperate with God’s grace in all 
the circumstances of their daily lives, long after their Confirmation has passed.  
 
YouCat Confirmation Book 
 
YOUCAT Confirmation book provides in-depth preparation for receiving the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. Designed in the same popular format as the best-selling YOUCAT, this book has 
interesting, lively text on many spiritual topics and themes to help the student be well prepared 
to receive the Sacrament. It also includes many good questions throughout the book that youth 
ask about the faith, God, Jesus, the Church, etc., and the answers are cross referenced with 
either the Bible or with YOUCAT. Among the topics covered are:  Why the World is Broken, 
Jesus-More than a Mere Man, In Search of the Holy Spirit, Prayer-Staying in Touch with God, 
The Church, Eucharist, Confession, the Rite of Confirmation, and more. Like YouCat, the creative 
design includes many fun illustrations, color pictures, quotes from saints, popes and scripture, 
and the favorite moving stick figures at the bottom of each page. 
 
6-8th Grade Online Students are required to attend each speaker in person.    
There will be no live streaming offered this year for our speaker series.   
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